
The Link to the American Heartland

T he New Orleans Region and Southeast Louisiana have emerged as a center for world trade along the Gulf Coast.
Four major deepwater ports with excellent access to inland waterways are complemented by outstanding interstate
highway and rail connections to the U.S. East and West Coasts as well as Canada. Six major trunk rail lines serve the

region, including Canadian National/Illinois Central, Kansas City Southern, Norfolk Southern, CSX Transportation, Burlington
Northern/Santa Fe and Union Pacific. Truck transportation to the region flows through one of the nation’s most extensive
interstate highway systems, including Interstates 55, 59 and 49 northbound and the east-west Interstates 10, 12 and 20. The
rapid development of Southeast Louisiana’s port, rail and roadway systems has played a major role in providing new oppor-
tunities for wholesalers and distributors as the North American Free Trade Agreement and its extensions create demand in
emerging markets. Adding to the region’s flexibility are air cargo facilities at the expanding Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport.

A World-Class Port System That Serves Domestic Markets, Too

#One of America’s leading general cargo ports.
#Leading U.S. port in market share for import steel, natural rubber, ply-
wood and coffee.
#Superior intermodal access: The only deepwater U.S. port served by
six class one railroads. A new dedicated truck roadway provides easy
access to Interstate 10 from cargo terminals.
#New, state-of-the-art container terminal at Napoleon Avenue will oper-
ate with four multi-purpose gantry cranes and rubber tire gantry cranes
in the marshalling yard. Capacity: 366,000 TEU’s annually.
#22 million square feet of cargo handling area; 6 million square feet
covered storage.

Port of New Orleans

#Shallow-draft port just off Interstate 55 on
the western shore of Lake Pontchartrain.
Services the North Shore area.
#Direct connection to Canadian
National/Illinois Central Railroad.
#Can accommodate bulk cargo.
#Port buildings and land are available for
industrial development.
#Certified scale.
#1,200-foot team track unloading and stor -
age.

Port Manchac

#Deepwater port on the Mississippi River in
the petrochemical corridor west of New
Orleans.
#Globalplex facility can accommodate
unloading and storage of bulk cargo and
break-bulk cargo.
#Key exports: Agricultural and petrochemical
products and coal.
#Key imports: Petrochemical products, crude
oil, agricultural products, iron, base-metal
ores.
#More than 180 acres available for industrial
development inside a foreign trade zone.
#Thousands of acres of greenfield 
property available.

Port of South Louisiana
#Intermodal industrial park with docking slip on the
Mississippi River.
#River depth of more than 45 feet.
#216 acre intermodal terminal and industrial park
has large tracts available.
#Rail spurs connect to the Norfolk Southern
Railroad.
#Key exports: Petroleum products, sugar products,
containers, break-bulk cargo.
#Key imports: Raw sugar, petroleum coke, crude
oil, steel, grain. 

Port of St. Bernard

#Closest local deepwater port to the Gulf of
Mexico.
#Located in a heavy industrial corridor.
#River depth exceeds 50 feet.
#Served by the Norfolk Southern and New
Orleans Gulf Coast railroads.
#Key exports: Coal, coke, agricultural products.
#Key imports: Steel, crude oil, iron ore.
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Central Location in the Growing Sunbelt

Businesses selecting a location in Southeast
Louisiana can easily service a market of more than
47 million people with a household income base of

nearly $1.2 trillion within a 500-mile radius. Almost 60 metro-
politan markets are inside the 500-mile radius, including
Mobile and Birmingham, Ala.; Houston, San Antonio, Austin
and Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas; Memphis and Nashville,
Tenn.; Little Rock, Ark.; Atlanta, Ga.; and Tampa, Sarasota
and Jacksonville, Fla. The region’s superb network of inter-
state highways provides tremendous opportunities for moving
goods quickly by truck. For companies trucking from the
region’s port system, this creates significant advantages in
reducing time to market.
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More than 47 million people reside in Gulf South communities within 500 miles of
the New Orleans Region, representing a collective income base of nearly $1.2
trillion. Here’s a breakdown of the market by radius.

The Gulf South Market

Market Radius Population Household Income

Household
Income

#300 Miles 10,821,639 $224,763,059,680
#500 Miles 47,977,514 $1,180,757,979,110
#750 Miles 98,034,155 $2,424,196,472,253

Source: Easy Analytic Software, Inc. 2002

The buying power of the population within 750 miles of New Orleans is 
superior to the reach of most major metro markets in the Gulf South.

Comparing the Reach of Major Metros

Metropolitan 
Area

Population,
750-mile Radius

#New Orleans 98,034,155 $2,424,196,472,253
#Jacksonville, FL 94,652,587 $2,428,875,180,616
#Dallas, TX 76,089,660 $1,832,376,531,851
#Tampa, FL 65,242,940 $1,608,627,403,522
#Houston, TX 62,657,804 $1,493,020,328,172
#San Antonio, TX 46,532,277 $1,072,194,212,093
#Miami, FL 46,486,576 $1,189,178,893,482

Source: Easy Analytic Software Inc. 2002



Built upon its strong position as an international gate-
way and its outstanding 500-mile market area, the
New Orleans Region has developed warehous-ing
and distribution concentrations in many industries:

#Air-conditioning and heating equipment
#Beer, ale, distilled spirits and other beverages
#Chemicals and chemical products
#Computer peripherals and software
#Drugs, proprietaries and sundries
#Electrical appliances, televisions and radios
#Electronic parts and equipment
#Farm products
#Fish and other seafood
#Fresh fruit and vegetables
#General-line groceries
#Grain and field beans

#Industrial and personal service paper
#Industrial machinery and equipment

#Meat and meat products
#Medical and hospital equipment

#Metals service centers and offices
#Motor vehicle parts and supplies

#Office equipment, supplies and stationery
#Plastics

#Refrigeration equipment and supplies
#Roofing, siding and insulation
#Service equipment
#Sporting and recreational goods
#Transportation equipment and supplies (primarily

agricultural and mining)

Source: GNO, Inc. Research Department

Business Development
Opportunities

The Gateway to the World

Southeast Louisiana and the New Orleans Region serve as a hub of the rapidly expanding north-south corridor of trade
between the Americas. With direct rail, waterway and interstate highway connections to 18 central and Midwestern
U.S. states, the region provides access to emerging markets in Latin America and to more than one-third of the U.S.

population. A special consideration is the presence of Canadian National/Illinois Central rail connections that provide access
from the Gulf of Mexico to ports on the east and west coasts of Canada and thus to markets in Europe and Asia. With U.S.
exports to Latin America continuing to grow, the region holds significant transportation cost advantages for containerized and
bulk cargo shipped to and from Central America and ports along the west coast of South America. Collectively, these coun-
tries represent a population of about 260 million people and a combined gross domestic product of $820 billion. The total
Latin American market (including Mexico, Central and South America as well as the Caribbean), includes 509 million people
with a combined GDP of $2 trillion.
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Latin American Market GDP

New Orleans Region Trade By World Market*

Port Distance

Country Population

Region 1994 2002
% Change,
1994-2002

Est. GDP

#North America $2.774.5 $7,559.1 29.8%
#Latin America $12.543.3 $18,296.0 8.5%

Mexico $3,662.4 $5,994.0 14.2%
Central America $1,228.2 $1,978.4 7.4%
Caribbean $972.8 $2,208.1 16.4%
South America $6,679.9 $8,115.5 4.4%

#Europe $13,111.9 $21,635.5 10.7%
#Asia $17,622.4 $34,823.7 11.0%
#Australia $356.8 $898.0 17.8%
#Africa $4,087.6 $4,478.1 3.9%
Total, All Regions $50,496.5 $87,690.4 10.8%

Source: Compiled by the GNO, Inc. Research Department from U.S. Department of
Commerce data.

Mexico 97,400,000 $429.6 billion

Belize 249,000 $673 million
Costa Rica 3,711,000 $10.0 billion
El Salvador 6,123,000 $13.1 billion
Honduras 6,250,000 $ 5.0 billion
Guatemala 12,640,000 $18.0 billion
Nicaragua 4,813,000 $ 2.2 billion
Panama 2,808,000 $10.0 billion

Central America 36,594,000 $59.0 billion

Colombia 41,500,000 $90.0 billion
Ecuador 12,400,000 $16.9 billion
Peru 25,200,000 $59.3 billion
Bolivia 8,153,000 $  8.0 billion
Chile 15,000,000 $69.6 billion 
Venezuela 23,700,000 $87.5 billion

West Coast of 125,953,000 $331.3 billion
South America

Total, Listed 259,947,000 $819.9 billion
Latin American nations

Total, All Nations 509,000,000 $1.955 trillion
in Latin American and the Caribbean

Source: The World Bank Group

ARGENTINA
Buenos Aires   6,287

BRAZIL
Salvador          4,505
Rio de Janeiro  5,186
Santos             5,373

CHILE
Valparaiso       4,049

COLOMBIA
Barranquilla     1,458
Cartagena       1,468

COSTA RICA
Puerto Limon   1,309

ECUADOR
Guayaquil        2,257

EL SALVADOR
La Union          2,181
Ajacutla           2,266

GUATEMALA
Puerto Barrios    961
Santo Tomas      961

HONDURAS
Puerto Cortes     916

MEXICO
Altamira            450

Veracruz             789
NICARAGUA

Corinto            2,116
Puerto 1,050
Cabezas

PANAMA
Cristobal          1,389
Monzanillo       1,420
Balboa            1,433

PERU
Callao              2,783

URUGUAY
Montevideo      6,166

Source: GNO, Inc.
Research




