
The Link to the American Heartland

T he New Orleans Region and Southeast Louisiana have emerged as a center for world trade along the Gulf Coast.
Four major deepwater ports with excellent access to inland waterways are complemented by outstanding interstate
highway and rail connections to the U.S. East and West Coasts as well as Canada. Six major trunk rail lines serve the

region, including Canadian National/Illinois Central, Kansas City Southern, Norfolk Southern, CSX Transportation, Burlington
Northern/Santa Fe and Union Pacific. Truck transportation to the region flows through one of the nation’s most extensive
interstate highway systems, including Interstates 55, 59 and 49 northbound and the east-west Interstates 10, 12 and 20. The
rapid development of Southeast Louisiana’s port, rail and roadway systems has played a major role in providing new oppor-
tunities for wholesalers and distributors as the North American Free Trade Agreement and its extensions create demand in
emerging markets. Adding to the region’s flexibility are air cargo facilities at the expanding Louis Armstrong New Orleans
International Airport.

A World-Class Port System That Serves Domestic Markets, Too

#One of America’s leading general cargo ports.
#Leading U.S. port in market share for import steel, natural rubber, ply-
wood and coffee.
#Superior intermodal access: The only deepwater U.S. port served by
six class one railroads. A new dedicated truck roadway provides easy
access to Interstate 10 from cargo terminals.
#New, state-of-the-art container terminal at Napoleon Avenue will oper-
ate with four multi-purpose gantry cranes and rubber tire gantry cranes
in the marshalling yard. Capacity: 366,000 TEU’s annually.
#22 million square feet of cargo handling area; 6 million square feet
covered storage.

Port of New Orleans

#Shallow-draft port just off Interstate 55 on
the western shore of Lake Pontchartrain.
Services the North Shore area.
#Direct connection to Canadian
National/Illinois Central Railroad.
#Can accommodate bulk cargo.
#Port buildings and land are available for
industrial development.
#Certified scale.
#1,200-foot team track unloading and stor -
age.

Port Manchac

#Deepwater port on the Mississippi River in
the petrochemical corridor west of New
Orleans.
#Globalplex facility can accommodate
unloading and storage of bulk cargo and
break-bulk cargo.
#Key exports: Agricultural and petrochemical
products and coal.
#Key imports: Petrochemical products, crude
oil, agricultural products, iron, base-metal
ores.
#More than 180 acres available for industrial
development inside a foreign trade zone.
#Thousands of acres of greenfield 
property available.

Port of South Louisiana
#Intermodal industrial park with docking slip on the
Mississippi River.
#River depth of more than 45 feet.
#216 acre intermodal terminal and industrial park
has large tracts available.
#Rail spurs connect to the Norfolk Southern
Railroad.
#Key exports: Petroleum products, sugar products,
containers, break-bulk cargo.
#Key imports: Raw sugar, petroleum coke, crude
oil, steel, grain. 

Port of St. Bernard

#Closest local deepwater port to the Gulf of
Mexico.
#Located in a heavy industrial corridor.
#River depth exceeds 50 feet.
#Served by the Norfolk Southern and New
Orleans Gulf Coast railroads.
#Key exports: Coal, coke, agricultural products.
#Key imports: Steel, crude oil, iron ore.

Plaquemines Port
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Central Location in the Growing Sunbelt

Businesses selecting a location in Southeast
Louisiana can easily service a market of more than
47 million people with a household income base of

nearly $1.2 trillion within a 500-mile radius. Almost 60 metro-
politan markets are inside the 500-mile radius, including
Mobile and Birmingham, Ala.; Houston, San Antonio, Austin
and Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas; Memphis and Nashville,
Tenn.; Little Rock, Ark.; Atlanta, Ga.; and Tampa, Sarasota
and Jacksonville, Fla. The region’s superb network of inter-
state highways provides tremendous opportunities for moving
goods quickly by truck. For companies trucking from the
region’s port system, this creates significant advantages in
reducing time to market.


